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Westminster Witness 
MARCH/APRIL 2018 “GROWING IN FAITH,  REACHING OUT IN LOVE” 

“Don’t copy the behavior and  
customs of this world, but let God 

transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then 

you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and 

perfect. “ Romans 12:2  (NLT) 
 
 I don’t like change!  Change 
is inconvenient, unsettling, and  
unpredictable. But most importantly, 
change is uncontrollable.  I often feel 
like Charlie Brown in the Peanuts 
Film, “Snoopy, Come Home”, when 
he sings, “Just when you think that 
you know where you stand, that 
you’ve got the world in your hands.  
Just when you’re sure of a dream 
that you’ve planned, that’s when the 
scenery changes. It Changes!” How 
many of us feel the same way as our 
old friend Charlie Brown?  We work 
so hard at knowing where we stand 
and living out our plans, and just 
when we’re sure we got it all figured 
out, things change. 

But just because I don’t like 
change, doesn’t mean that change 
is not often exactly what I need.  
I’ve realized over the years that 
change can be a healthy and  
necessary component of our lives.  It 
can cause growth, renewal, and  
ultimately, restoration to happen.  
Change is what we need to restart us 

and allow us to be the people that 
God wants us to be.  This is the type 
of change that the Apostle Paul is 
communicating to his readers in 
Romans 12:2.  This is the type of 
change that comes from our God.  It 
is a change the leads us closer to 
the good and pleasing and perfect 
will of our God in Heaven. 

In his writing, Paul uses the 
term ‘transformation” which comes 
from the Greek word metamor-
phoo.  This is obviously where we 
get “metamorphosis.”  The Merriam
-Webster definition of this term is  
“a typically marked and more or 
less abrupt developmental 
change in the form or structure 
of something.”  A caterpillar 
morphing into a butterfly;  
winter changing into spring; a 
crucified Jesus transforming into 
the physically resurrected  
presence of Christ our Lord.  
Transformation is the process of  
improvement, elevation, and 
salvation.  Paul was telling his 
readers that we must do more 
than conform, or change, to  
the ways of the world around  
us.  We must seek to be  
transformed to the ways of 
Christ Jesus. 

As we approach Easter 
Sunday, let us all seek out a  
season of transformation and 
renewal.  For Easter brings a  
reminder of both the sacrifice 
and victory that our Lord  
provides for us all.  While we 
will still grumble over change, 
let us embrace the  
transformation that God is 
bringing into our lives as we 

come to the Cross.  
And so, just like  
Charlie Brown whose 
faithful companion 
Snoopy returns home, 
we too can be  
restored and renewed 
when we return home 
to the grace and  
presence of our Lord.  
May we all seek the 
will of our God as we 
approach the Glory of 
the Empty Tomb! 
Amen! 

 

God Bless;  Pastor Mike 
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Season of Lent:  “Thy Will Be Done” 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesday Evenings – Lenten Suppers and Worship Service 

February - March  

A Series of Services for the Season of Lent 

“Not as I will, but as you will,” Jesus prayed to his Father the night before he went to the cross for our salvation. And 

that is our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to do God’s will in our lives, as we draw near to the observance of 

Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection during Holy Week. Each week both our Sunday morning and Wednesday 

evening services will focus on a different aspect of God’s will at work among us. Biblical characters are used as  

insightful reference points to guide us in closely following our Lord day by day. 

 

Join us on Sunday mornings as our worship will center around accomplishing 

God’s Will through the characters that we will encounter in God’s Word.  We 

will also be having an Adult Educational time following the services in which 

we will continue to explore the topic of the day. 

Come again on Wednesday nights as we listen to dramatic adaptations of 

these scriptural accounts.  We hope that you can join us for an enriching and 

inspirational evening of food, fellowship and faith during this Season of Lent. 

 

 

Please take a complimentary copy of our Lenten Devotional,  

“Thy Will Be Done – Devotions for Lent.”   
 

 Wednesday Night Lenten Suppers  5:30pm – 6:20pm 

 Worship      6:20pm – 6:55pm 

   

 

March 7th  Men’s Fellowship – Baked Potato Bar 

March 14th  Deacons – Scalloped Potatoes and Ham 

March 21st   Congregational Potluck Meal 

 
 

$5.00 – Adults  $4.00 – Children  $15.00 – Family 

 

All are welcome to experience our Lenten Ministry  

as we grow deeper in our faith through fellowship and worship! 



Page  3 WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

NEW PICTORIAL CHURCH DIRECTORY IS COMING!! 

Do you ever see people and wonder what their names are? Have you ever 

heard an announcement regarding a member and wished you could put a 

face with a name? Are you a new member and wish you had something to 

help you put names with faces? Help is on the way! We are working with LifeTouch to  

produce a new Pictorial Church Directory. There is no cost to you or the church.   

Everyone who participates will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait & WPC Church  

Directory.  At your session, you will be able to view your images electronically and have 

the opportunity to purchase additional portraits to share with family & friends.  
 

You can sign up for your photo session in three easy ways.  Look for the sign up tables  

in the narthex on Sundays; sign up using the link on the  

church’s website; or call Lois in the office at 433-3258.  

Photography dates and times are Thursday, April 26 and Friday, 

April 27 from 2-9pm and Saturday, April 28 from 9am to 3:30pm.  

Make up dates are Tuesday, May 29 and  Wednesday, May 30.   

Our Directory won’t be complete without you. 

 

Symbolic Supper 

Wednesday, March 21 
 

Save the Date for our SYMBOLIC SUPPER.  

We welcome each of you to come to this noon 

meal, which is a representation of the Last Supper 

in the Upper Room. It is a quiet service of music 

and readings of the Passover Week, beginning with 

the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem and ending 

with the day of Resurrection. This meaningful  

service is always a blessing during the Easter  

season.  The lights are dimmed, communion is 

served, and we participate in the symbolical  

recreation of the Last Supper. Then, when the  

service is completed, we have 

coffee, bars and fellowship in the  

parlor.  The entire church family, 

including men, are invited to 

attend.   

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the  

Ordination and  

Installation of  

Rev. Brittany MacMillan 
 

The service will be in the sanctuary on 

Sunday, March 25th, 2018 at 2:00pm. 
 

We will be celebrating with  

light refreshments and coffee  

following the service. 
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PIZZA RANCH ‘TIP NIGHT’ FUNDRAISER 

 

 

 

Our youth and adults will be serving in the restaurant that night and  

will receive all the tips as well as a percentage of the sales.  

So come on out for a great night of pizza and fun!! 

All proceeds will go directly to our 2018 Summer Mission Trip to  

Los Angeles, CA from July 8th-14th. 

Thanks for all your support!!! 

Wednesday, April 4th 

4:30pm - 8:30pm 

At the Austin Pizza Ranch 

2018 High School Summer Mission Trip 

July 8th-July 14th;  

Next Step Ministries 

Los Angeles, CA 

You don’t want to miss this amazing week of 

ministry. Our registration deadline is March 

15th. Please talk with Pastor Brit or one of 

our Adult Leaders as soon as possible to get 

your spot reserved for a fantastic trip.  

 

 

Our Confirmation Class is being offered to the 6th, 

7th, and 8th grade students. Classes meet on  

Sundays at 11am in the Youth Room. We encourage 

all the students to attend each Sunday for training 

and fellowship. Future meeting dates… 

3/4 Confirmation Movie Time: “Risen”, Part 1 

3/11 Confirmation Movie Time: “Risen”, Part 2 

3/18 Confirmation Movie Time: “Risen”, Part 3 

3/25 No Class (Spring Break) 

4/1 No Class (Easter Sunday) 

4/8 Lessons 15 & 16 

4/15 Lesson: Explore our Church 

4/22 Lessons 21 & 22 

4/29 Lesson 32 

‘The Crossing’ Youth Ministry News 



Page  5 WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

Spring Faith Quest                                

Sunday Education Classes 

Our fifth rotation is “Four Friends.”         

Classes are on March 4 & 11. 

The sixth rotation is “Doubting Thomas.”               

Classes are on March 18, 25 & April 8. 

The seventh rotation is “Jonah and the Big 

Fish.”  Classes are on April 15, 22 & 29. 

Spring Faith Quest                                

Season of Lent The Gathering Classes  

Lenten Wednesday Children’s Program 

The children will have a journey with      

Jesus through the Hands On Worship     

curriculum.   These are high energy lessons 

with wonderful interaction.  We will discuss 

lessons and have activities.  

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, March 25th 

The children will be involved with worship 

by waving the palms! Please meet in the 

narthex at 9:20 a.m. for children to receive 

instructions. 

 

Children are asked to return their One 

Great Hour of Sharing Fish Banks on Palm 

Sunday. They will be handed out during 

Lent. 

One Great Hour of Sharing            

Fish Banks 

are swimming your way kids!  During Lent 

our children receive the fish banks. They 

may take them home and drop noisy coins 

in for their donation.   

An activity sheet will give ideas for your 

family to discuss issues and to drop a coin 

or two in the bank. 

This collection is for the Presbyterian     

Disaster Assistance, Hunger Program and 

Self Development Program.  

Please return on Palm Sunday. 

 

Lent 

Please enjoy the children’s Lenten Calendar 

that are included in the OGHS bags the 

children receive.  There are family activities 

for Lent and scripture to read together.  

 

Daily Devotions for Families with   
Children up to 5th Grade 

Please watch for daily devotions during 

Lent sent to you via email from Cinde.            

These devotions are complementary from 

our Spark House curriculum.   

If you don’t receive these emails, please       

contact the office to give a current email  

address. 
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The Fun Begins  

at 9:00 a.m. on  

March 31st. 

You are invited to Westminster 

Presbyterian Church for a morning 

full of entertainment by Jim Jayes, Carnival 

Games, Crafts, Snack & Easter Story with an 

Easter Egg Hunt to follow!   

All Children Must be Accompanied by an Adult 

Candy Filled Plastic Eggs Needed! 

Needed to spread the “Word”! Plastic Easter 

Eggs filled with several pieces of individually 

wrapped candy and a note with a verse or 

prayer from you.  We hide 800-1,000 plastic 

eggs filled with individually wrapped safe 

candy such as tootsie rolls, life savers, safety 

pops, etc. that would be safe for all ages to eat.  

We do not include hard candy discs or candy 

that would be a choking hazard. 

When you donate a few candy filled 2 1/4 inch 

plastic eggs  and add a little note such as 

“Praying God’s blessings upon you”,  “Praying 

for you today”, or a  favorite verse in the egg, it 

is a meaningful way to participate in the Event. 

 Please pray for the child who will receive the 

egg. What a wonderful way to share God’s love  

during this outreach!  

Please bring your eggs and candy donations to 

the church no later than March 11th.   

Snack Size Prize Candy and Volunteers Needed! 

**We are in need of fresh, individually wrapped 

snack sized candy: M & M’s, Rollo’s, Hershey's, 

Skittles, Snickers, etc. for prizes.                                       

                Please donate by March 11th.    

 *Please, no hard candy discs or candy that would 

be a choking hazard. Suggested candy such as   

chocolate bars, gummy candy, safety pops, etc. are 

safe.  

*Volunteers are needed to help run games during 

the Event. Time involved is 8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Presbyterian Clearwater Camp 

July 22-28 Register Now! 

Our church will provide transportation  

for children 3rd grade to 12th grade. 

See their website at 

www.clearwaterforest.org or the           

CE Office for more information.         

Costs are $451 per camper. 

Scholarships are available until  

May 31st with completed forms.    

VBS  

Inspiration Point, 

Mini-Camp and 

Bells Camp        

are coming         

June 25-28!  

Save the Date! 

Scholarship Donation Opportunity 

 Our church gives scholarships to families 

that need help sending their children to 

any Bible Camp. 

 The cost for one child to attend is $451 for 

one week.  This is quite an expense for 

families. 

  We have a special account for year round       

 donations to build this fund. 

Please designate the fund on your donations.   

Thank you! 

Summer Camps 
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Rainbow Ringers 
 

Rainbow ringers rehearse on Wednesdays from 4:45pm -

5:30pm.  They will share their music at the Lenten  

service on Wednesday, March 7.  Regular attendance is  

important for the group to play their 

best. 

Spirit Ringers 
 

Rehearsals will be each Wednesday following the Lenten 

service except for March 1 & 8 when rehearsals will be 

on Thursdays at 6:15.  On March 28, we will return to our 

normal 6:15 rehearsals through the rest of the year.   

New ringers are welcome.  If you read music and would 

like to try filling in when someone has to miss, let the 

Ann Flisrand know (438-4079).  Since ringing is a  

volunteer activity, we do need to fill positions when 

someone needs to be gone.  This could allow you to try 

without a long term commitment. 

Chancel Choir  

Chancel Choir is preparing to sing for the 

Lenten services on March 4 and 11, plus 

the Maundy Thursday service on March 

29.  We are hoping to have brass accom-

paniment for our Easter Sunday service 

on April 1st.  This is always an exciting time of year for 

the music in our church.  There are openings for new 

singers in the choir.  Please come join us!  We rehearse 

on the Wednesday night before each Sunday we sing, at 

7:20.  We also rehearse on the Sunday at 8:45 a.m.   

WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

Music News 
 

Women’s Retreat 

Save the Date 
 

 

SeaSide Escape is a retreat for the women of our 

church where we can bask in God's presence and 

enjoy time with friends new and old.  It includes 

worship, Bible study and service. Together we will 

share stories, laugh often and spend time in quiet 

reflection. See Westminster Church as you never 

have - a relaxing seaside paradise 

to soothe your mind and awaken 

your soul.  
 

Our Escape begins on the evening of Friday,  

April 13th and will continue on Saturday,  

April 14th.   Enjoy dessert on Friday night and a 

light breakfast and lunch will be provided on  

Saturday.  
 

Stop by the registration table at church beginning 

February 25th to learn more and register.  The cost 

is $20 per adult. High School youth are invited to 

join us at no charge.  
 

We hope you’ll join us for this SeaSide Escape! 

We look forward to being 

with all of you as we soak 

in the Word of God!  

Westminster Strings  
Westminster Strings will make their 

next appearance at church on  

Sunday, April 29. They will rehearse 

at the church on Wednesday, April 

25. If you play a stringed instrument (violin, viola, cello, 

or bass) please contact Sue Radloff (437-4940) to join! 



Page  8 

If you or someone in your family has a  
birthday in March or April and it is NOT 
listed, that means the church office 
doesn't have your birth date. If it is  
incorrectly listed or missing please  
contact the church office so we can update 
our church records. 

 

  
Howard Strey 

 
January 27, 2018             

WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

Pick up a copy of the new updated Church 
Directory if you haven’t done so already. 

 

Phone Number 
Dr. Charles & Beverly Schindler 

Home: 641-357-8180 

 

Alyssa Ofstedahl  

& 

Jon Oliversen 

February 17, 2018 

1   Ulang Diang 

1   Robert Schwab 

2   Nicole Sorenson 

2   Eva Taylor 

3   Emma Nelson 

5   Leanne Clasen 

5   Eira Nelson 

8   Robert Dahl 

8   Esau Forman 

10   Lindsey Bowman 

10   Lonny Schulz 

10   Amy Stoulil 

12   David Clasen 

13   Margaret Blue 

14   Jaimeson McFarland 

14   Kalli Potter 

15   Elner Dillavou 

16   Bonnie Gerber 

17   Thomas Mueller 

18   Cyrene Berthiaume 

18   Lindsay Bires 

19   Daryl Franklin 

19   Gladys Knutson 

20   Emily Toland 

21   Nora Nelson 

22   Nyanyeik Diang 

26   Carmen Tribbett 

30   Keegan Olsen 

31   David Garbisch 

1   Ashley Gabbert 

1    Sarah Hecimovich 

1   Jodi Vortherms 

2   Josh Berhow 

2   Joyce Hovey 

3   Garrett Larson 

3   Gary Weaver 

4   Chloe Drees 

4   Jim Huisken 

4   Eric Potter 

4   Marlys Thiede 

5   Ryan Drees 

8   Elijah Kaercher 

10   Richard Christianson 

10   Riley Szyszkowski 

11   Carolyn Meier 

12   Jane Taylor 

13   Mid Hartman 

13   Dona Ziegler 

15   Marissa Bartels 

15   Alta Gaines 

16   Mary Boyenga 

16   Joan Schwab 

18   Isaac Clasen 

18   Mike Meier 

23   Nik Gasner 

23   Shannon McFarland 

23   Bill Orcutt 

25   Burton Magnuson 

28   Lydia Baron 

29   Betty Morris 

30   Lenette Baron 

 

Yep it’s that time again.   

Be sure to put your clock 
one hour ahead,  

daylight savings time 
starts  March 11, 2018. 

 

 
 

RUMMAGE SALE  

October 5 & 6   

FESTIVAL OF THE  NATIVITIES 

November 30 & December 1 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Nurture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice and Peace & Build Community 

Our Mission Workshop was held 
on February 21st. We gathered as God’s servant’s 
and were blessed by the many women 
who came throughout the day. We enjoyed a cup of 
coffee and a treat before we be-
gan sewing, knitting, designing, and updating our Wel-
come Packets. At noon we paused 
for litany and prayer before we enjoyed a lunch, that 
was beautifully displayed by Ozzie Earl and Doris 
Schneider.  
 
Our knitters gathered and worked on their choice 
of; hats, mittens, slippers, blankets, and scarfs. These 
dedicated women work throughout the year to provide 
warmth to the Romanian children. When we get sever-
al boxes full, Ozzie Earl sends them 
off to the missionaries and they take them to Roma-
nia.   
 
Darlene Berhow showed us how to make walker caddie 
bags for the elderly at Comfort Care. These bags are 
needed throughout the year. Would you like to try your 
hand at making one at home? You are welcome 
to pick up a kit from the basket beside the bulletin 
board.   
 
The craft table was filled with colorful craft paper 
and gently used cards. Mary Boyenga guided us as 
we transformed these items into beautiful greeting 
cards. The Easter bags were designed and filled with 
goodies and will be distributed to our homebound & 
nursing home members.   
 
Gloria Aanonson directed us on how to make dresses 
for the girls in Haiti. Would you like to make a dress at 
home? You will also find these kits in the basket beside 
the PWC bulletin board. Follow the easy instructions 
and return it to the basket.   
 
This is the second year that we made the washable 
feminine bags for the “Days for Girls” project. These 
items are given to girls in seven third 
world countries. The Days for Girls web site states 
that they have handed out, over one million 

bags. That’s one million girls potentially staying in 
school and graduating with a brighter future.  
 
 
 
 
God Bless, PWC Moderator, Jacky Dietz  
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Nurture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice and Peace & Build Community 

 
 



 

THE PENNY JAR 

Please continue to drop your small  

change into the Penny Jar.  

Every coin provides food for the hungry through  

the Presbyterian Hunger Program, (PHP). 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Nurture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice and Peace & Build Community 

SPOTLIGHT ON KIVA  
 

Another PWC Ministry 

Together with many other Kiva lenders,  
PWC was able to lend money to Lan, 
 so she could purchase calves to raise  

and sell in the future. 

Lan is 57 years old and a widow with two children.  She 
is an ethnic minority living in Cam Thuy district, a  
mountainous region of Thanh Hoa province that is very 
far from city center. She speaks ethnic minority  
languages and rarely goes out of the village and  
therefore, has little or no opportunity to access financial 
services. She has worked in agriculture, farming food 
crops. Her family is a low-income household in the  
village; moreover, her job of farming food crops is  
unstable. Lan needed a loan to buy cattle to provide  
income for her family. 
 
The main hardship that Lan faces is lack of capital.  With 
her business profit, Lan hopes to provide for her  
children enabling them to get an education and a better 
job. 
 
This loan is special because it supports women from  
ethnic communities and single parent families.  By  
supporting this loan, we are helping vulnerable groups 
to increase their income and preserve their way of life.  

Vietnam is a multi-ethnic country with many distinct 
ethnic groups. Each group has its own language,  
lifestyle and cultural heritage. The vast majority of 
ethnic tribes live in the hilly areas of the north and 
central highlands and face obstacles to access  
important resources such as education, capital,  
market and agricultural land.  
 
 PWC has given many loans like these. If you would 
like to hear more about Kiva, please ask.  
 
 

Spring Gathering  
of the Presbyterian Women  

 

On April 28, 2018 the Spring Gathering of 
the Presbyterian Women – Presbytery of the Twin 
Cities Area, (PW-PTCA) will be held at the First  
Presbyterian Church in Rochester. Watch the bulletin 
board for information or contact Jacky Dietz for 
 further information.  
 

2018 Churchwide Gathering  
 

The 2018 Churchwide Gathering of the Presbyterian 
Women USA, will be held in Louisville, Kentucky 
from August 2nd through the 5th. Contact Jacky 
Dietz  for further information.   



Staff Email Addresses 
 

  Rev. Michael Olmsted 

                molmsted@westminsteraustin.com 
 

  Rev. Brittany MacMillan 

                b.macmillan@westminsteraustin.com 
     
  CE Director-Cinde Goskeson 

                christianed@westminsteraustin.com 
 

  Office Administrator-Lois Haan 

                secretary1@westminsteraustin.com 
 

   Assistant Administrator-Julie Lura 

                secretary2@westminsteraustin.com 
 

Westminster Website 
www.westminsteraustin.com 

  www.facebook.com/westminsteraustinmn 

Office Hours 
  Monday-Thursday 
  8:30am-4:00pm 
  Friday 
  8:30am-3:00pm 
  Phone: 507-433-3258 

  
PER CAPITA 

 

Per Capita is money each church is  
asked to pay to cover the administrative costs of 
the PCUSA General Assembly, our synod, and our 
local Presbytery.  The payment due for 2018 is 
$34.50 per member.  

CHURCH WEBSITE 

Did you miss a sermon or want to 

hear one again? Are you looking 

for information on an upcoming event? Do you 

need a registration form? Do you wish to give 

online? Then check out the church website.  All  

sermons are posted on the church website for  

your listening pleasure. Click the Give Now  

button and follow the prompts for online giving.   

If you have church activities or pictures you  

would like posted on the church website,  

please email the information to Julie at  

secretary2@westminsteraustin.com or drop it  

off in the church office.  

Julie updates the church  

website every Wednesday.   

1.   Keep filling the cereal cart 
2. Continue to save: 

    Labels for Education  
    Box Tops for Education 
    Pop can tabs/milk carton caps 
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Now you can give via text or online 

Give easily and securely from  

anywhere, anytime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are blue cards in the pews if you give online but 

would still like to put something in the offering plate.  
 

Detailed instructions on how to give online are  

available on the welcome table.  

Any questions, stop in the church office. 

Via Text Message 

Text givewpc to 73256 

On our website 

www.westminsteraustin.com 

SEVERE WINTER WEATHER  
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSING POLICY 

*If schools are closed due to severe weather, the church 
office will open, if able, at 12:30p.m.  All church  
activities are cancelled for the day. *When schools are 
on a two hour or more delay, the church office will 
open, if able, at 10:00 a.m.  All morning activities are 
cancelled.  *If in doubt, please call the church office  
before venturing out.  This policy has been set for the 

safety of all. IN CASE OF SEVERE WEATHER, please 
refer  to the church answering machine or  KAAL TV, 
KTTC TV  for church closings. 



CHANGE SERVICE REQUEST 

Westminster Presbyterian church 

802 4th St SW 

Austin, MN 55912 

(507) 433-3258 

Non-Profit 
POSTAGE PAID 

Permit # 330 
Austin, MN  55912 

March/April 2018 

                       + 

                       + 

EASTER LILY CELEBRATION 
Easter is a special time of joy and new beginnings!   

To celebrate life, let us bring the beauty of the Springtime Lily into our Sanctuary.   

Complete this order form and leave it in the church office with your donation.  Thank you!  

Suggested donation per Easter Lily is $15.00.   

Name:_______________________________________ 

In Memory of:_____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Or In Honor of:____________________________________________________ 

Number of Lilies:_________   

Amount:_______________  (include with order please) 

Yes, I  will pick up_____ or No,  I will not pick up_____ 

*Easter Lilies must be picked up after the service on April 1st. 

ORDER DEADLINE IS MARCH 25 


