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Westminster Witness 
MARCH/APRIL 2019 “GROWING IN FAITH,  REACHING OUT IN LOVE” 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again: Rejoice! Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near.  Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every  
situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.  And the peace  

of God, which transcends all  
understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.” Philippians 4:4-7 
 

 I have been reflecting on the 

days of my childhood a lot lately 

(maybe because those days were 

spent in Southern California 

where it was 75 degrees and  

sunny).  But more than that I 

think it’s because I realize the joys 

and the blessings that God has 

given me along my journey.  I  

realize more and more that  

recognizing the joys that we  

receive in life is truly a spiritual 

discipline and exercise.  How 

often do we look past the aches 

and pains that our bodies fight 

through, the obstacles and  

struggles that are thrown at us, 

the crush of critical voices that we 

hear, and really, I mean REALLY 

appreciate what God has done 

for us and given to us?  It is easy 

to look around and see and hear 

only the negative.  To fixate on 

what’s not right in the world.  

But that is not what we are 

called to do.  We are called to 

Rejoice! 

 Even on the day I am writing 

this, as we all deal with another 

24 hours of snow, and wind, and 

artic cold, we should look out 

and see the beauty of this  

winter wonderland.  We should 

experience the care and love 

that neighbors are giving to 

neighbors.  We should feel the 

warmth of our homes and  

celebrate the peace that our God 

gives us.  For we rejoice not in 

the things around us, whether 

they are good or bad, but we  

rejoice IN the Lord.  We are  

joyful because he is our God  

and we are his children.  And 

here’s the kicker, we do not 

simply rejoice once, we rejoice  

ALWAYS!  This is no small task.  

We all know how easy it is to get 

torn down by negativity and  

anxiety, but joyfulness is what is 

required of us. 

 This Lenten Season, we as a 

church will have a chance to  

renew our calling as Joyful  

Believers.  Using Paul’s letter to 

the Church in Philippi we will be 

inspired and challenged 

to rejoice in our God.  

Our Sunday Mornings 

and our Wednesday 

Nights will be guided  

by Max Vincent’s  

Devotional “Because of 

This I Rejoice”.  Each 

week we will be led 

through a series of  

meditations about joy-

fully practicing spiritual 

disciplines in our lives.  

As we give to our God 

the joy that he so  

richly deserves, we too 

will be blessed and 

transformed. 

 So let’s join in and 

REJOICE IN THE LORD 

together! 
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Season of Lent: “Because of This I Rejoice” 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Wednesday Evenings – Lenten Suppers and Worship Service 

March - April 

A Series of Services for the Season of Lent 

“Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say Rejoice!”  The Apostle Paul gave these words to the faithful  

followers in the Philippians Church, and this Lent he is giving us this same message – Rejoice!  This Lenten 

Season we will infuse all that we do with Joy as we study Max Vincent’s devotional ‘Because of this I  

Rejoice’ to develop a deeper connection and understanding of our Savior.  Through this resource we will 

be guided by Paul’s Letter to the Church in Philippi as we explore spiritual practices that help us grasp 

God’s power and presence in our lives. 

Each week during Lent, both on Sunday Morning and Wednesday Evening, our services will focus on  

different ways of rejoicing.  As we walk through Philippians, chapter by chapter, we will encounter the  

following themes: Prayer, Witness, Humility, Hospitality, Asceticism, and Giving. 

Join us on Sunday Mornings as our worship will center on how we rejoice through the living Word of God.  

Daily scriptural reading will be provided to help us dive deeper into the weekly theme.  Come again on 

Wednesday Nights as we listen to dramatic adaptations of Biblical Characters living in the experienced joy of 

Christ.  We hope that you can join us for any and all of these Lenten experiences.  

We are also providing this devotional Book at a discounted price of $5 so that all can enjoy this resource.  

Max Vincent is an insightful author and has provided daily scripture reading and reflection questions at the 

end of each chapter.   

All are invited to join us during Lent as we Rejoice in the Life and Sacrifice of Jesus Christ! 

 

Wednesday Night Lenten Meal and Vespers 

Wednesday Night Lenten Suppers   5:30pm – 6:20pm 
Worship         6:20pm – 6:55pm 

  
 

March 13th  Deacons – Scalloped Potatoes and Ham  

March 20th  Men’s Fellowship – Baked Potato Bar 

March 27th  Youth – Taco Salad 

April 3rd  Nurture & Discipleship (CE) – Pork Loin Dinner 

April 10th   Congregational Potluck Meal 

 

$5.00 – Adults        $4.00 – Children        $15.00 – Family 



Page  3 WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

Special Worship on March 24th!! 

Join us for a special Sunday Morning Worship experience on Sunday, March 24th at 

9:30am.  The Westminster Strings will begin our service and then we will be led in  

music and message by the wonderful folks from MN Adult & Teen Challenge. 

We will hear incredible music from their hearts and hear inspiring stories of how God has brought them out 

of their addictions and into his grace and love.  The messages will be powerful but we also center around 

adult themes so we want to make sure our younger families are aware of this.  But everything will be  

given in a Christ honoring and inspiring way.  There will also be an opportunity to give a love offering at the 

end of the service to help support the work of MN Teen Challenge. 

Following the Service, we are inviting our new friends to experience a ‘Good Old 

Presbyterian Potluck’, so please bring a dish to share plus a little extra for our 

guests.  Join us for a Sunday of Great Music, Inspiring Testimonies, and Delicious 

Food!! 

 

A SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS 

 Sunday, March 31 ~ 11:00am 

St. Andrews Chapel 

Join us for our Spring quarterly service of healing and 

wholeness. This reflective service consists of hymns, 

readings, and prayer, both individual and corporate. As 

noted in the New Testament book of James 5:13-16: 

“Are any among you suffering? They should pray…Are 

any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 

the church and have them pray over them…The prayer 

of the righteous is powerful and effective.” God loves 

you and God longs to touch His people in real 

ways.  This service is led by our pastors and prayer min-

istry team. We welcome you to this unique time of pray-

er and healing. We pray not only for physical illness, but 

emotional and spiritual struggles as well.  God touches 

each of us as a whole person.  

The following description of the “Service of Healing & 

Wholeness” is taken from the PCUSA Book of  

Order.    

W-3.5403  Forms of Prayer - The vital element of worship 
in the service for wholeness is prayer since this is  
essentially a time of waiting in faith upon God.  Thanks-
giving for God's promise of wholeness, intercessions, and 
supplications should be offered.   Adequate time for silent 
prayer should be provided, as well as occasions for  
prayers spoken and sung.  Enacted prayer in the form of 
the laying on of hands and anointing with oil is appropri-
ate. (James 5:14.) The enactment of prayers involves the 
presiding minister of Word and Sacrament together with 
representatives of the believing community. 
W-3.5405 Source of Healing - When a service for 

wholeness includes anointing and the laying on of hands, 

these enacted prayers should be introduced carefully in 

order to avoid misinterpretation and misunderstanding.  

Healing is to be understood not as the result of the  

holiness, earnestness, or skill of those enacting the  

prayers, or of the faith of the ones seeking healing, but as 

the gift of God through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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PIZZA RANCH ‘TIP NIGHT’ FUNDRAISER 

Wednesday, May 1st 

4:30pm - 8:30pm 

At the Austin Pizza Ranch 

Our youth and adults will be serving in the restaurant that night and  

will receive all the tips as well as a percentage of the sales.  

So come on out for a great night of pizza and fun!! 
 

All proceeds will go directly to our 2019 Summer Youth Trip to  
 

Presbyterian Youth Triennium  

at Purdue University, Lafayette, IN 
 

July 16th—20th, 2019 

Thanks for all your support!! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Missions Workshop 2019  

Rescheduled for 

Wednesday, March 20 

9:00 – 2:00                                                                                                                                 
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‘The Crossing’ Youth Ministry News 
 

 

3/3—Confirmation 

3/10—Confirmation 

3/17—No confirmation (Spring break begins) 

3/24—No Confirmation (MN Teen Challenge Potluck) 

3/31—Confirmation 

4/7—Confirmation 

4/14—No Confirmation (Palm Sunday) 

4/21—No Confirmation (Easter Sunday) 

4/28—Confirmation 

5/5—End of Year Class Party (Statement of Faith Due) 

5/12—No Confirmation (Mothers Day) 

5/19—No Confirmation 

5/21—Confirmation Banquet 

5/26—Confirmation Sunday 

Don’t forget to come to youth group, 

and don’t forget that you can bring a 

friend! Join us for games, food,     

fellowship, and discussions. 

 

March 3—Youth Group—6:00-7:30 

March 10—Youth Group—6:00-7-:30 

March 17—No Youth Group (Spring Break begins) 

March 24—No Youth Group (Spring Break ends)  

April  7—Youth Group—6:00-7-:30 

April 14— No Youth Group (Palm Sunday)  

April 21— No Youth Group (Easter) 

April 28— Youth Group —6:00-7-:30 

This year we will be attending the  

Presbyterian Youth Triennium, a 5 day  

conference with over 5,000 youth at  

Purdue University in Indiana. It is a great 

time filled with worship, fun, and small 

group discussions to help us grow in our 

faith. This is open to all graduating 8th 

graders up to graduating 12th graders. Sign 

up soon! 

Lenten Taco Supper 

Our Lenten Taco Supper is coming up on  

March 27th. We ask that PYT participants 

be here at 4:45 to set up, everyone else can 

come by 5:15 to help serve.  

 

Please bring a pan 

of  pre-cut bars 

for our dessert 

table.  

April Outing 

Keep an eye out for more details on our 

April outing. We will be going to Rochester 

and attempting 

an escape room. 

Do you have 

what it takes to 

find a way out? 
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Spring Faith Quest                                

Sunday Education Classes 

Our seventh rotation is: “Jesus Feeds the 

5,000.”  Classes are on March 10 & 17. 

The eighth rotation is: “The Last Supper.”               

Classes are on March 31, April 7 & 14. 

The children will have a service project day 

on April 28th. 

Movie Day is May 5th! 

Spring Faith Quest                                

Season of Lent The Gathering Classes  

Lenten Wednesday Children’s Program 

The children will  have a Journey with       

Jesus through the Hands On Worship       

curriculum.   These are high energy lessons 

with wonderful interaction.  We will have  

discuss lessons and activities.  

One Great Hour of Sharing Fish Banks 

are swimming your way kids!  During Lent, 

our children receive the fish banks. They may 

take them home and drop noisy coins in for 

their donation.   

An activity sheet will give ideas for your    

family to discuss issues and to drop a coin or 

two in the bank. 

This collection is for the Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance, Hunger Program and Self           

Development Program.  

Please return on Palm Sunday. 

 

 

 

Lent 

Please enjoy the children’s Lenten Calendar 

that will be included in the OGHS bags the 

children receive.  There are family activities for 

Lent and scripture to read together.  

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, April 14th 

The children will be involved with worship by 

waving the palms! Please meet in the Narthex 

at 9:20 a.m. for children to receive instructions. 

June 17-20 

VBS Week 

Inspiration Point 

Mini Camp 

Bells Camp 
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The Fun Begins  

at 9:00 a.m. on  

April 20th. 

You are invited to Westminster 

Presbyterian Church  for a morning full of   

entertainment by Jim Jayes, Carnival Games, 

Crafts, Snack & Easter Story with an Easter 

Egg Hunt to follow!   

Children Must be Accompanied by an Adult 

Snack Size Prize Candy and Volunteers Needed! 

**We are in need of fresh, individually wrapped 

snack sized candy: M & M’s, Rollo’s, Hershey's, 

Skittles, Snickers, etc. for prizes.                       

Please donate by April 1st! 

 *Please, no hard candy discs or candy that would 

be a choking hazard. Suggested candy such as   

chocolate bars, gummy candy, safety pops, etc. are 

safe.  

*Volunteers are needed to help run games during 

the Event. Time involved is 8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Candy Filled Plastic Eggs Needed! 

Needed to spread the “Word”! Plastic Easter 

Eggs filled with several pieces of individual-

ly wrapped candy and a note with a verse or 

prayer from you.  We hide around 1000 plastic 

eggs filled with individually wrapped safe 

candy such as Tootsie Rolls, Life Savers, safe-

ty pops etc. that would be safe for all  ages to 

eat.  We do not include hard candy discs or 

candy that would be a  choking hazard. 

When you donate a few candy filled 2 1/4 

inch plastic eggs  and add a little note such 

as “Praying for you today”, “Praying God’s 

blessings upon you” or a  favorite verse in the 

egg, it is a meaningful way to participate in 

the Event. 

 Please pray for the child who will receive the 

egg. What a wonderful way to share God’s 

love during the outreach!  

Please bring your eggs and candy donations to 

the church no later than April 1st.   

Presbyterian Clearwater Camp 

July 21-27 Register Now! 

Our church will provide transportation for  

children 3rd grade to 12th grade. 

See their website at www.clearwaterforest.org or the           

CE Office for more information.  Costs are $450 per camper. 

Scholarship Donation Opportunity 

 Our church gives scholarships to families 

that need help sending their children to 

any Bible Camp. 

 The cost for one child to attend is $450 for 

one week.  This is quite an expense for   

families. 

  We have a special account for year round 

donations to build this fund. 

Please designate the fund on your donations.   

Thank you! 

2019 Summer Camps 

 Scholarships are available for any Bible Camp. 

Applications must be completed by May 31st 
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Mission 507  

Single Mom Car Care Event  

May 4, 2019 

For the last seven years Mission 507 has been caring for 

our community with a Single Mom Car Care Event, and 

this year we have an opportunity to help!  This event 

has grown out of a desire to 

help single moms with the 

most basic of needs. So what 

is that they do?  On May 4th 

volunteers will gather to per-

form maintenance and minor 

repairs on approximately 30-

35 cars by changing their oil,  

rotating tires, checking and 

replacing brakes, washing & 

detailing the cars inside and 

out and returning them with 

a full tank of gas.  While that 

work is being done, other 

volunteers will interact with 

and pamper and care for the 

moms and their children.   Any single mother, as well as 

widows and wives of military servicemen deployed 

overseas, can apply for this service.   

This year we are looking to join with this ministry by 

referring any individuals who might be in need and by 

generating a volunteer team to help on the day of the 

event.  Please prayerfully consider ways that you might 

be able and interested in helping.  The founder of  

Mission 507, Brian Theobald, will be speaking to our 

congregation on March 10th and will be able to answer 

any questions following the service.  We will also have 

applications in the church office for anyone who might 

be in need of assistance. 

WPC is supporting this family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Cathy Chang & Juan Lopez & Aurélie 

Serving Christ together in the Philippines since 2015 
 

Regional Facilitator for Addressing  
Migration & Human Trafficking 

 

Cathy & Juan focus their vision on people whose dreams 

have been denied. They walk alongside global partners in 

their efforts to address these issues.  They are also  

collaborating with Asian churches and non-government 

organizations to assist with coordination efforts to end the 

scourge of modern-day slavery. They carry a deep concern 

for those whose hope for a better life for themselves and 

their families has been dashed by human traffickers. Cathy 

says, “I pray the Lord would lead and guide us as we ad-

dress migration and human trafficking by participating in 

God’s work to redeem economic systems of  

exploitation and exchange them for life-giving  

opportunities and education, while tending to the  

healing of peoples’ bodies and spirits.”  

Contact information:  
jclc793@gmail.com 
cathy.chang@pcusa.org  

Address: 877 EDSA, West Triangle 
Quezon City, 1104 Philippines 

Birthdays: 
Cathy- September 18 
Juan - June 3 
Aurélie - May 1 
 

Anniversary : 
July 26 

eveniftheskyfalls.wordpress.com blog 
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Rainbow Ringers 
 
Rainbow Ringers will rehearse at 4:45 every 

Wednesday in March & April except March 20 

(spring break).  We will play for the Lenten service 

on Wednesday, April 3. 

Spirit Ringers 
 
Spirit Ringers will rehearse on Thursday, March 7, 

at 6:15, Wednesday, March 13, 20, & 27 following 

the Lenten service, and Thursday April 4 & 11 at 

6:15.  We will play for church on March 31 (5th  

Sunday), & April 28. 

Chancel Choir  

Chancel Choir will be singing the 

first two Sundays in March,  

and also at the traditional Ash  

Wednesday service on March 6.  

This is always a very meaningful  

service when ashes are distributed 

and we have the opportunity to go 

forward to the altar for  

communion.  

April will see the Chancel Choir singing on April 7, 

and the 21st, which is Easter Sunday.  This year's 

Easter service will also feature some talented  

trumpet players who will join the choir.  In addition, 

we will be singing at the Maundy Thursday service 

on April 18. 

It promises to be an exciting two months. I hope 

many of you will be able to either come hear us, or 

join us for the music. If you like to sing, we will be 

rehearsing on Wednesday, March 6, April 3, April 

10, and 17 at 7:20. 

WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

Music News 

Westminster Strings  
The Westminster Strings 

will be playing at the  

Special Worship Service 

on March 24. This is not 

our usual week to play. 

MN Adult and Teen Challenge will be participating 

in the service that day, and we thought it would 

combine well with the strings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 RUMMAGE SALE 
 

Friday, October 4  
Saturday, October 5 

 

Festival of the Nativities 
 

Corrected Dates for 2019  
Festival of the Nativities 

 
    Friday, December 6 
 Saturday, December 7 
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If you or someone in your family has a  
birthday in March or April and it is NOT 
listed, that means the church office doesn't 
have your birth date. If it is incorrectly 
listed or missing please contact the church 
office so we can update our church records. 

WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

Church Website Updates 

The church bulletins and sermons are now on 

the website under the Worship Service tab.   

There are 6 weeks of bulletins, however, the 

Prayer and Praise portion of the bulletin is not 

included on the website for privacy reasons.  

The Calendar and Witness tab on the church 

website now includes Witnesses from the  

previous year. These can be useful for writing 

current Witness articles and looking up past 

events.  

 

 

 

 

Gladys Knutson 

December 23, 2018 

1   Ulang Diang 

1   Robert Schwab 

2   Nicole Sorenson 

2   Eva Taylor 

3   Emma Nelson 

5   Leanne Clasen 

5   Eira Nelson 

8   Robert Dahl 

10   Lonny Schulz 

10   Amy Stoulil 

12   David Clasen 

13   Margaret Blue 

14   Jaimeson McFarland 

14   Kalli Potter 

16   Bonnie Gerber 

17   Thomas Mueller 

18   Cyrene Berthiaume 

18   Lindsay Bires 

19   Daryl Franklin 

20   Emily Toland 

21   Nora Nelson 

22   Nyanyeik Diang 

26   Carmen Tribbett 

30   Keegan Olsen 

1   Ashley Gabbert 

1   Sarah Hecimovich 

1   Jodi Vortherms 

2   Joyce Hovey 

3   Garrett Larson 

3   Gary Weaver 

4   Chloe Drees 

4   Jim Huisken 

4   Eric Potter 

4   Marlys Thiede 

5   Ryan Drees 

8   Elijah Kaercher 

10   Riley Szyszkowski 

11   Carolyn Meier 

12   Jane Taylor 

13   Dona Ziegler 

15   Marissa Bartels 

15   Alta Gaines 

16   Mary Boyenga 

16   Joan Schwab 

18   Isaac Clasen 

18   Mike Meier 

23   Nik Gasner 

23   Shannon McFarland 

23   Bill Orcutt 

25   Burton Magnuson 

27   Naomi Blum 

28   Lydia Baron 

29   Betty Morris 

30   Lenette Baron 

 

Daylight Savings Time 

Be sure to put your clock one hour ahead,  
daylight savings time starts March 10. 
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PWC, along with other lenders, are  
helping Sicily increase her farming  

profitability.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Sicily 

     Sicily is a farmer from Kerugoya, Kenya. She 
requested a loan of $200 to help purchase farm 
inputs, such as high-quality seeds and nutrient-
rich fertilizer in order to boost her yields and 
eventually, through increased profits, to improve 
her standard of living.  
     Sicily’s smile makes a dark day seem bright to 
everybody who sees it. Looking at her, one would 
never know the kind of difficulty she has gone 
though in her quest to prosperity.  She loves her 
family and is unwilling to let them suffer. This 
level of success has been fueled by, among other 
things, her perseverance, commitment, and  
enthusiasm.  
     Her main sources of income include milk and 
different crops. However, she engages in some 
personal businesses to enable her to supplement 
her limited income.  
     This loan is special because:  It finances small-
holder farmers to purchase dairy cows, chickens, 
cereals and farming equipment.  

THE PENNY JAR 

Coins are still being collected.  PWC will continue 

to match all coins received. This year we are  

re-directing the funds locally and supporting the 

Lunch Tray Program.  Please continue to give to 

provide food for those in need. 

 

Lunch Tray Program – Austin Public Schools 

Be a Guardian Lunch Angel 

Austin Public Schools has recognized there is a  

segment of the parent  

population who doesn’t  

qualify for any help and 

just misses the eligibility 

for free and reduced lunch-

es. These are the kids who 

are lost in the shuffle, 

they’re the children whose 

families are working hard 

but just don’t make enough 

to pay for a hot lunch.  It takes about $450 per 

child, per year to provide hot lunches.    

Spotlight On Kiva 

Women’s Retreat 

There will  not be a Women’s Retreat this year. We 

plan on resuming this event next year. 

There will be a women’s Bible study this summer, 

so keep an eye out for more information in the 

coming weeks.  
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Nurture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice and Peace & Build Community 

ecumenical ministry of the church organized to 

welcome international and North American seafar-

ers to the Duluth-Superior port and to the services 

of our center and our communities.”  Donations of 

knitted hats and scarves are used by the Center as 

gifts for the seaman who are away from home at 

Christmas.  Margaret Blue and Vollie Stiebler chair 

this project and are wonderful knitting guides. 

Darlene Berhow chairs the walker caddie  

project; she makes kits to be sewn into a handy 

pocketed carrying device which may be attached to 

patients’ walkers.  The walker caddies are a  

popular and valued gift made at the workshop to 

be given to residents of Comforcare Health Care 

Center.  If you would like to sew a walker caddie 

kit, they are available in fellowship hall by the  

bulletin board before, during and after the  

workshop.   

If you’ve never made a pillowcase dress, Gloria 

Aanonson will be happy and enthusiastic to show 

you how to make Little (pillowcase) Dresses 

for Haiti.  Gloria has created ready-to-sew kits to 

make sewing quick and easy.  These little dresses 

are treasured by girls living in the hot Haitian  

climate.  Presbyterian Women in the Congregation 

(PWC) is able to donate Little Dresses through  

Reiser Relief for Haiti.  Reiser Relief’s mission  

statement is “We partner with impactful  

organizations to empower and engage the people 

of Haiti in Christ’s name.”  It is gratifying to be 

among the organizations to be able to contribute.  

Tuesday, February 19, was a beautiful sunny day in 

Austin; Westminster women and friends planned  

to meet to set up for service projects for the  

Missions Workshop the next day, Wednesday, 

February 20.  However, the weather reports began 

to make it doubtful that we would meet, and sure 

enough we had to postpone the Workshop.  The 

new date is Wednesday, March 20.  Instead 

of the pictures of knitters, card makers, and seam-

stress, this is the picture we took on February 20.   

You can be sure that the mission projects are still 

ready to be done at the March 20th Workshop. 

The scarves, mittens, hats, slippers and blankets will 

be knitted for Romanian children. Knitted items 

for Romanian children are sent to NOROC (New Op-

portunities for Romanian Orphaned Children).    

Seamen from all parts of the world find themselves 

in the Duluth Harbor experiencing unexpected cold.  

The Twin Ports Ministry to Seafarers is “…an 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Nurture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice and Peace & Build Community 

Reiser’s core values are education, elder and  

disabled care, job creation, agriculture, and water.  

The little dresses are ideally a means to an end of 

dignity translating into confidence and an interest 

in self-improvement through education. 

Gently used greeting cards are recycled by 

creative paper cutting and gluing to make beautiful 

cards to be used to stay in touch with Westminster 

and friends shut-ins.   

Days for Girls (DfG) is an amazing project  

introduced to our Missions Workshop by Jacky 

Dietz who has developed many kits to sew.  “Days 

for Girls is a global movement that prepares and 

distributes sustainable menstrual health solutions 

to girls who would otherwise miss school during 

their monthly periods.  The non-profit organization 

was founded in 2008 by American woman Celeste 

Mergens …” who found upon visiting an  

orphanage in Kenya that girls could not afford  

feminine hygiene products and therefore had to 

miss school.  The kits made in our workshop  

are washable, reusable and free, making a  

tremendous difference in the life of any girl who 

receives them.   

Rachel’s Hope (otherwise known as Southern 

Minnesota Women’s Center) is a non-profit  

organization based in Austin since 1998.  Rachel’s 

Hope services new mothers and young families in 

need of support during pregnancy and early  

childhood, seeing approximately 80 people per 

month.  Many of those using the services of 

Rachel’s Hope are from the immigrant and  

refugee populations.  Rachel’s Hope is dependent 

on volunteer help and donations such as the bibs 

and burp cloths made at the Missions Workshop.  

To make sewing easy, Selene Schulz has  

developed kits for the bibs and cloths. 

Coffee and lunch are an important part of  

the Workshop, a time for worship and fellowship.  

We’ll join together for coffee and devotions at 

9:00; prayer and lunch at 12:00.  Again, we ask 

you to please. . .  

. . .SAVE THE DATE                                                                                                           

Missions Workshop 2019                                                                                                       

Wednesday, March 20, 9:00 – 2:00      

Symbolic Supper 

Wednesday, April 10 

Save the Date for our Symbolic Supper 

We welcome each of you to come to this noon 

meal, which is a representation of the Last Supper 

in the Upper Room. It is a quiet service of music 

and readings of the Passover Week, beginning 

with the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem and end-

ing with the day of Resurrection. This meaningful  

service is always a blessing during the Easter  

season.  The lights are dimmed, communion is 

served, and we participate in the symbolical  

recreation of the Last Supper. 

Then, when the service is com-

pleted, we have coffee, bars and  

fellowship in the  parlor.  The  

entire church family, including 

men, are invited to attend.   



Staff Email Addresses 
 

  Rev. Michael Olmsted 

                molmsted@westminsteraustin.com 
 

  Rev. Brittany MacMillan 

                b.macmillan@westminsteraustin.com 
     
  CE Director-Cinde Goskeson 

                christianed@westminsteraustin.com 
 

  Office Administrator-Lois Haan 

                secretary1@westminsteraustin.com 
 

   Assistant Administrator-Eric Potter 

                secretary2@westminsteraustin.com 
 

Westminster Website 
www.westminsteraustin.com 

  www.facebook.com/westminsteraustinmn 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 
8:30am-3:00pm 

  
PER CAPITA 

 

Per Capita is money each church is  
asked to pay to cover the administrative costs of 
the PCUSA General Assembly, our synod, and our 
local Presbytery.  The payment due for 2019 is 
$35.70 per member. 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE 

Do you want to see a colored copy of the current  

or a past copy of the Witness?  Do you want to see 

a colored current or past copy of the church  

bulletin? Did you miss a sermon or want to hear 

one again?  All sermons and bulletins are under the 

new Worship Service tab. Are you looking for  

information on an upcoming event? Do you need a 

registration form? Do you wish 

to give online? Then check out 

the church’s renovated website.  

Click the Give Now button and 

follow the prompts for online 

giving.   
 

If you have church activities or 

pictures you would like posted on the church  

website, please email the information to Eric at  

secretary2@westminsteraustin.com or drop it off  

in the church office. 

Eric updates the 

church website every 

Wednesday.  

 
 
 
 
 

1.   Keep filling the cereal cart 
2. Continue to save: 
    Labels for Education  
    Box Tops for Education 
    Pop can tabs/milk carton caps 

Page  15 WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

Now you can give via text or online 

Give easily and securely from  

anywhere, anytime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are blue cards in the pews if you give online but 

would still like to put something in the offering plate.  
 

Detailed instructions on how to give online are  

available on the welcome table.  

Any questions, stop in the church office. 

Via Text Message 

Text givewpc to 73256 

On our website 

www.westminsteraustin.com 

Church Phone 
507-433-3258 



CHANGE SERVICE REQUEST 

Westminster Presbyterian church 

802 4th St SW 

Austin, MN 55912 

(507) 433-3258 

Non-Profit 
POSTAGE PAID 

Permit # 330 
Austin, MN  55912 

March/April 2019 

                       + 

                       + 

 

EASTER LILY CELEBRATION 
Easter is a special time of joy and new beginnings!   

To celebrate life, let us bring the beauty of the Springtime Lily into our Sanctuary.   

Complete this order form and leave it in the church office with your donation.  Thank you!  

Suggested donation per Easter Lily is $15.00.   

Name:_______________________________________ 

In Memory of:_____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Or In Honor of:____________________________________________________ 

Number of Lilies:_________   

Amount:_______________  (include with order please) 

Yes, I  will pick up_____ or No,  I will not pick up_____ 

*Easter Lilies can be picked up after the service on April 21st. 

ORDER DEADLINE IS APRIL 14 


