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Westminster Witness 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 “GROWING IN FAITH,  REACHING OUT IN LOVE” 

“How much more will those who 
receive God’s abundant provision 
of grace and of the gift of right-

eousness reign in life through the 
one man, Jesus Christ!”  

Romans 5:17  
 

Less = More 
I recently attended a Christian 

Concert from the nationally renown 

group, Big Daddy Weave, right here 

in Austin.  Even though the music 

was a little loud for my aging ears, it 

was a very worshipful and prayerful 

experience.  God’s grace and spirit 

was flowing throughout Knowlton 

auditorium that evening.  In the 

midst of the music God put a clear 

message on my heart – MORE.       

He wanted  to give  me more.   He 

wanted to give our church more. He 

wanted to give this community 

more.  And I thought to myself, 

“Awesome, who doesn’t want more.  

More stuff, more money, more time, 

more of the things I want!  Now 

that’s a message I can get behind.”  

But then I realized that what God 

was telling was that Less equals 

More. 

Unfortunately this is a  

message that is contradictory to  

our humanness.  In our current  

condition we want more of what 

glorifies and satisfies the self and 

less of what requires us to give over 

to our God.  We need less of what 

the world is offering and more of 

what God gives.  Our human nature 

and our broken world shout out to 

us that we need more.  We deserve 

more and if it’s not given to us then 

we should simply go and take it.  

But what the world offers in  

abundance is simply more pain, 

more struggle, more isolation.  The 

clear message is that we need less 

of the world and more of our God.  

Paul tells us what the ‘more’ of God 

looks like – it is the abundant  

provision of grace and righteous-

ness.  This abundant and overflow-

ing blessing only comes from one 

source – Jesus Christ!  The beloved 

23rd Psalm tells that we will sit at 

the Lord’s table and our cups will 

overflow with his goodness, his 

love, and his mercy.  That’s the 

abundant blessing that the world 

cannot give. 

The challenge of the church 

and of believers is to move out of 

the Spiritual Poverty that we most 

often sit in.  Let us not be like the 

Corinthian Church in which Paul 

says, “I gave you milk, not solid 

food, for you were not ready for it.”  

Let us strive for more of the  

bountiful banquet that comes from 

Christ.  Let us long for more! 

 This Fall we will be 

exploring the message of 

how the world’s idea of 

more is not God’s idea.  

We will look at the current 

days temptations that we 

all face and see how truly 

less of the world means 

we experience more of 

God.  So I invite you all  

to find ways to live in  

the abundance of what 

God offers here at  

Westminster.  Renew your 

commitment to worship.  

Join a Bible Study.  Find a 

service opportunity.  Begin 

praying for and with  

others.  Whatever it is 

seek more for your life.  

Less equals More  
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“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!”  

Rally Day has now become Celebration Sunday and you are all invited!!  During and after worship we will be 

celebrating all that God has done for us and for the promised blessings of what’s to come. 

Join us as we honor the New Song that God gave us this Summer and as we look forward to a wonderful 

New season of ministry.  We will reflect on wonderful Summer events like Real Hope for the Hungry, Youth 

Triennium and VBS, Spruce Up the Church Day, and our Harvest Table Fundraiser.  We will highlight new min-

istries such as our Prayer Shawl Ministry and New Adventures.  And we will honor those who have served so 

faithfully.  Come and join in on the Celebration!! 

Please bring your children’s Christian 

Education registration forms 

Teacher Commissioning during service.   

All teachers are welcome! 

3rd Grade Bible 

Presentation! 

REAL News! 

You are valuable! 

Adult Bible Study  -  Facility & Grounds  -  Deacons  -  Hope Builders  -  Missions & Fellowship  -  Men’s Fellowship   -      

Music   -  Festival of the Nativities   -  Nurture &Discipleship   -  Personnel &Finance  -  Prayer  Ministry  -  PWC                              

Strive/Thrive  -  Women’s  Fellowship   -  Worship & Outreach 

WPC 

A Service of Healing and Wholeness 
October 27, 2019  11:00 a.m.   

St. Andrew’s Chapel 
Join us for our quarterly service of healing and wholeness. This reflective service consists of hymns, readings, and pray-

er, both individual and corporate. As noted in the New Testament book of James 5:13-16: “Are any among you suffer-

ing? They should pray…Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray 

over them…The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.”  

God loves you, and God longs to touch His people in real ways.  This service is led by our pastors and prayer ministry 

team. We welcome you to this unique time of prayer and healing. We pray not only for physical illness, but emotional 

and spiritual struggles as well.  God touches each of us as a whole person.  

The following description of the “Service of Healing & Wholeness” is taken from the PCUSA Book of Order.  W-3.5403  
Forms of Prayer - The vital element of worship in the service for wholeness is prayer since this is essentially a time o 
waiting in faith upon God.  Thanksgiving for God's promise of wholeness, intercessions, and supplications should be 
offered.   Adequate time for silent prayer should be provided, as well as occasions for prayers spoken and sung.  Enact-
ed prayer in the form of the laying on of hands and anointing with oil is appropriate. (James 5:14.) The enactment of 
prayers involves the presiding minister of Word and Sacrament together with  representatives of the believing commu-
nity. 
W-3.5405  Source of Healing - When a service for wholeness includes anointing and the laying  

on of hands, these enacted prayers should be introduced carefully in order to avoid misinterpretation and misunder-

standing.  Healing is to be understood not as the result of the holiness, earnestness, or skill of those enacting the pray-

ers, or of the faith of the ones seeking healing, but as the gift of God through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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We’re happy to announce that confirmation will be 

starting soon. Confirmation is an important time as we 

delve into deeper study of scripture and what it means to 

be a Christian. This course is for all 6th, 7th, and 8th 

grade students. 

A big welcome to our incoming Confirmands: 

Rylee Baker 

Adah Baron 

Ulang Diang 

Keegan Olsen 

Alice Osmonson 

Myles Taylor  

Confirmation meets on Sunday’s from 11:00-11:45 AM. 

Our first class begins on  Sunday, September 15th. 

There will be a parent/student informational meeting on 

Sunday, September 15th at 10:45 in the youth room.  
Youth Group 

Our Fall meeting dates for youth 

group will be from 5:00-6:30pm 

on the following Sundays: 

 

September 15th  

September 29th 

October 13th 

October 27th  

November 3rd 

November 24th 

December 8th—Luau Christmas Party 

Youth Sunday  

is October 13th 

Every year, we get the opportunity to plan 

and lead our congregation in a worship 

service. We will be meeting in September to 

begin planning out our service. Share your 

musical and speaking talents. Let’s rock this 

service!!! 

We’re planning on doing some fun events this fall! 

Here’s what’s on tap. Please let Pastor Brit know in 

advance if you plan on attending. Keep an eye out 

for specific dates. 

October –Paintball          

 

 

 December —Ice Skating 
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Starting this September we are beginning a new ministry for our 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

graders, called the Adventurer's Club. We hope you will consider bringing your kiddos to 

some of these events to help them build friendships, have their own experiences, and 

special events to look forward to throughout the year. Here’s the plan: 

Sunday, September 22nd—Bowling Kick Off 

Sunday, November 17th—Movie Night 

Sunday, February 9th—Cookie Decorating Day 

Sunday, April 26th—Craft Fun Day 

Sunday, May 24th—Nature Walk & Picnic Day  

Harvest Table 

Do you have beans, cucumbers, zucchini, tomatoes, squash, herbs, apples, pumpkins, 

etc. that you are willing to share from your garden?  What about flowers that need 

thinning or bouquets of flowers to share? Would you like to enjoy some fresh produce 

that others have lovingly grown?  Then you need to stop by our Harvest Table in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Every Sunday we will have a table available for you to bring in and/or 

to take home some delicious locally grown produce and flowers.  

 

As you take these items we would ask for a donation to support our fundraising 

efforts as we pursue the goal to raise $5,000.00 for ‘Give the Whole Community a Farm’ 

through the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  See you Sunday at our Harvest Table! 
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FAITH QUEST FOR CHILDREN 

We welcome all young Christians, who are age 3 before September 1st through 

5th grade, to join us for our Sunday Education programs using the rotational 

method.  Children will learn about our awesome God through Holy Moly, 

Whirl and Spark Active Faith hands-on curriculum.   

Interactive learning is fun and thorough using drama, cooking, music, art, 

games, movies and computers to lead little ones closer to God.  Children enjoy serving God by 

making service projects!  Wednesday Night curriculum is active with music, dancing and story-

telling! 

 

  Our first rotation will meet September 15th, 22nd and 29th and study Woman at the Well. 

Our Christmas and third rotation will meet October 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th and study The 

Songs of  the Christmas Story. 

Fall Rotations 

Commissioning of Teachers 

3rd Grade Bible 

Presentation To 

Our Youth on 

September 8th: 

Emma Potter 

Ryder Selmecki 

Jacey Baron 
Faith Education Teachers will be        

commissioned on September 8th. 

 

All our faithful teachers are invited to be present             

during the church service. 

 

Our education leaders are remarkable people who are strong 

believers that want to share God’s Word which will teach 

children about “faith” and “salvation.”   
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Fall Festival 
 

October 30th 

 

5:30-7PM 

Our event will feature:  

 Hoopoe Bird Landing ~ Families go bird watching 

and spot the hoopoe and discover that even 

when you’re scared, God is WILD about YOU! 

 Rhino Zone ~ Families venture in and realize that 

even when you’re disappointed,                          

God is WILD about YOU!  

 Cape Buffalo Crossing ~ Families marvel at Cape 

buffaloes’ curvy horns and see that even when 

you’re worried, God is WILD about YOU!  

 Lion’s Lair ~ Families whisper long-distance     

messages and discover that even when you’re 

lonely, God is WILD about YOU!  

 Giraffe Lookout ~ Families will play a game where 

they’ll discover that even when you struggle,   

God is WILD about YOU!  

 Safari Snapshots ~ Families will pose for a fierce 

(or friendly!) family photo.   

 Watering Hole Hangout is packed with food and 

fellowship where kids and families simply pause.  

 Uproar Galore is the perfect place for families to 

stop in their tracks and tell God that they are wild 

about him!  

Come as you are or 

wear your favorite 

animal or kid-

friendly costume 

Invite your 

friends! 

Children’s must be       

accompanied by an adult 
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The Gathering Kick-Off BBQ  

Wednesday, September 18th 

5:30-7:00 PM 

Everyone is Welcome! 

We’ll be grillin’ and eatin’ dinner out on our front lawn and patio.                                     
*Rain alternative will be inside the Fellowship Hall for food and fun. 

We’ll provide the meat, the buns, fixins’ and the beverages                                                
and you can provide a salad or dessert to share. 

Also, be sure to bring your lawn chairs and a pack of 
pop, water or juice to share for the upcoming         

Gathering nights. 

Inflatable Bounce Fun! 

If you have a lawn game you would like to share, bring 

it along too!  We will have activities for all ages. 

The Gathering ~ Gather to 
Serve! 

Everyone is invited to join us in the Fellowship 
Hall from 6:00-7:15 PM as we fellowship through 

eating a meal together and work on  
service projects. 

All supplies are provided! 

September 25th ~ Hometown Heroes—Honor 
our local police with a gift we make 

October 9th ~ Senior Dining—Make table decora-
tions/uplifting cards and pictures 

October 23rd ~ Gerard Academy — Make Tie 
Blankets for children and youth  

November 6th & 13th ~ Operation Gratitude — 
Make paracord bracelets, cards, pictures and 

write letters to our military people 

November 20th ~ Gerard Academy — Make Tie 
Blankets for children and youth  

New Gathering Schedule 

We are moving our usual Children’s Choir 

rehearsal from Sundays to regularly meet 

on Wednesday nights!!!  We hope your 

child will join us with their voices as they 

build their love and appreciation for music 

and share their talents! 

Here is the new Gathering Schedule: 

4:45-5:30—Rainbow Ringers 

5:30—6:00—Children's Choir Rehearsal 

(With our new Connection Corner for Par-

ents at the same time!!) 

6:00-6:30—Dinner 

6:30-7:15—Programming 
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Rainbow Ringers will rehearse on Wednes-

days from 4:45-5:30 beginning on Sept. 18.  This 

group is open to all in grade 3 and older.  Our goals 

are music reading, learning handbell 

techniques, and confidence in play-

ing  one’s own part as every ringer is 

equally important. 

Spirit Ringers will rehearse every 

Wednesday beginning Sept. 4 at 6:15.  We 

will play for church on the fourth Sunday of 

each month (Sept. through May). 

New members are welcome.  The ability to 

read music is important, but we can teach 

you the various handbell techniques.  If in-

terested, please contact Ann Flisrand at 

annflis44@charter.net or 507-438-4079. 

Chancel Choir  

Its time to start another season with the choir, and 

we will be appearing in brand new robes! If you have 

not sung before or are a long-time member, our first 

rehearsal will be Wednesday, Sept 4 at 7:20 p.m. We 

did order a few extra robes, so don't hesitate to 

come in case you didn't get measured for one. We 

also have a warm-up rehearsal on Sunday morning 

at 8:45 for the 9:30 service.  We will only be singing 

once in Sept. and that is on the 8th. In October, we 

will be singing twice, on Oct. 6 and the 20th with re-

hearsals on the Wednesday before; Oct. 2 and Oct. 

16. The reason we are not singing the first two Sun-

days is because of Youth Sunday. 

WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

Music News 

Westminster Strings 

Our string group will be playing for the 5th Sunday 

of September, which is the 29th.  We will have a 

rehearsal on Wed. Sept. 25. at 7:20 pm and a warm-

up rehearsal on Sunday at 8:45 a.m.  If you have 

had one year or more 

playing experience with 

violin, viola, cello, or 

bass, please come and 

join us!  

Rochester Handbell Ensemble 

Sunday Sept. 15 - 3:00 pm 

At Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Come Celebrate!  From the largest events to the small-

est daily joys, everyone has something to cele-

brate.  Join Rochester Area Handbells for a concert of 

celebratory music. 

Rochester Area Handbells (RAH), formed in 2017, is ded-

icated to bringing the art of handbell performance out 

of a church setting and into the greater Rochester com-

munity. Directed by Paul Kingsbury, the group performs 

seasonal, classic and contempo-

rary works for public and private 

events. 

Free Will Offering 

We are excited to announce that we 

have hired a new Children’s Music 

Director! 

Please welcome Emma Evans-Peck to our staff. 

We have already enjoyed having her play in 

worship during special music during the sum-

mer. Now we are excited as she will lead our 

children and encourage them on their musical 

journeys. We can’t wait to see what she does! 

mailto:annflis44@charter.net
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You are now able to give online to the  

Per Capita, Property and Memorials in  

addition to the General Fund.  Check out the 

church website and click on the Online  

Giving button, click the drop down arrow for 

the additional online giving options. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for welcoming me six years ago 

into the WPC church family. What a joy it 

has been to work with such a wonderful 

staff and congregation.  I was overwhelmed 

by all the wonderful cards, gifts, and kind 

words spoken at the PWC Farewell  

Luncheon and during the Sunday service.  I 

will always treasure the friendships I have 

made. Thank you for the opportunity so 

serve at Westminster Presbyterian Church.  

Lois Haan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 23 ~ Clean Kitchen 

October 14 ~ Clean Sanctuary & Narthex 

October 21 ~ Clean Fellowship Hall, Parlor & Chapel 

Each Monday we will have 2 shifts: 

8:30am - 10:00am 

10:00am - noon 

Sign up sheets will be posted. These are suggested 

time but feel free to come help whenever it works  

for you. Both men and women are wanted and 

needed to help with the cleaning.  

Welcome Cindy Jayes,  our new Office  

Administrator!! 

In August, Cindy Jayes  joined the Westminster 

Staff as our new Office Administrator.  Cindy is a 

long-time member of our church and had even 

served as our Christian Education Director back 

in the early 2000s.  She brings with her a won-

derful knowledge of the church, a wealth of ex-

perience in the administration field, and an 

abundance of skills and abilities that will be of 

great benefit to our congregation.  We are excit-

ed to have her join our WPC Staff with her fun-

loving ways, her willing attitude, and her caring 

spirit.  We are very blessed to have Cindy on 

board.  Please take time to stop on by the 

church office or give her a call to welcome her to 

this position. 
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If you or someone in your family has a  
birthday in September or October and it is 
NOT listed, that means the church office 
doesn't have your birth date. If it is  
incorrectly listed or missing please contact 
the church office so we can update our 
church records. 

WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

 

Gunnar Alexander Nelson  

Born August 8, 2019 

Weight: 8 pounds  4 ounces -  21.5 inches 

Parents: Dr. Sean and Larysa Nelson 

 

Claire Evan Sorenson  

Born August 10, 2019 

Weight:  8 pounds 5 ounces - 20 inches 

Parents:  Nicole and Evan Sorenson 

 

 

Beth Lanchantin 

July 30, 2019 

 

"I want to thank our pastors and the whole congregation 

for the many visits, cards, flowers and food that you gave 

Connie and I over the past few months.  I thank you also 

for all the prayers and support you gave to Connie with 

her lung cancer the last 5 years.  We praise God that she 

had no pain until the last week in the rest home.  What a 

blessing!  She loved you ALL!"  

Duane Olson  

4   Yvonne Tedrow 

5   Larry Amdahl 

6   Jacey Baron 

6   Susan Hodge 

6   David Sundal 

7   Michael Fossey 

7   Shirley Hinrichs 

8   Isabelle Wilhelmi 

10   Amanda Bridgeman 

10   Sarah Bridgeman 

10   Emma Potter 

11   Peter Tangren 

12   Ted Hinrichs 

14   Darlene Berhow 

15   Ione Dippell 

16   Emily Lassiter 

17   Joanne Sass 

17   Marvella Sydenstricker 

18   Richard Carlson 

18   Jason Stoulil 

18   Ronald Wangen 

21   Gloria Aanonson 

21   Junia Lassiter 

23   Mach Diang 

23   Daniel Hooker 

23   Tommy Olmsted 

25   Peniel Kpelevi 

25   Mary Ann Rasmussen 

25   Sarah Wehner 

26   Elizabeth Carlson 

27   Richard Robinson 

30   William Momsen 

1   Elissa Volkman 

3   Dan Vierkandt 

4   Cassie Walker 

5   Loretta Davidson 

5   Seth Sayles 

6   Maggie Bartels 

6   Marie Trocinski 

7   Cinde Goskeson 

9   Julie Lura 

9   Millie Masse 

9   Makiah Rumsey 

10   Jesse Davidson 

10   Naida Samuel 

14   Alexis Greeley 

16   Ariel Speltz 

16   Sharon Toland 

16   Benjamin Walker 

18   David Berhow 

20   Emily Carlson 

22   Marjorie Bridgeman 

22   Jennifer Weaver 

23   Janet Hooker 

25   Gavin Larson 

26   Coleen Olmsted 

28   April Greeley 

28   Nancy Heimer 

28   Milo Sundal 

30   Phyllis Crabtree 

30   Alex Sherman 

31   Madison Christenson 
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ANNUAL CHURCH WIDE RUMMAGE SALE   
 

Friday, October 4th – 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Rummage Sale Café serving lunch from 1 1 :00 a. m. – 1:00 p.m.  

Coffee and treats available during the day. 

Saturday, October 5th – $2 BAG SALE ONLY – 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
 

Please bring good, clean clothing for children,  
women and men (including plus sizes), shoes,  
sporting goods, small furniture, small household  
appliances (in working order), knick-knacks, dishes, 
linens, holiday decorations, books, toys, games and 
puzzles.  

 

Your items can be brought to the church beginning Monday, September 16,  
through Monday, September 30, and put on the stage in the Fellowship Hall.   

The stage will again have designated areas for each department. 

 

Bring your favorite “goodies” for the Bake Sale, including sugar and gluten free items.  Fresh 
garden produce and YES, Terri Lynn nuts, fruits and chocolates will be available for purchase. 

 

Due to limited space, we will not be accepting the following items: 

        Large exercise equipment Computers                                Mattresses 

        Readers Digest condensed books Large kitchen appliances       Stuffed  toys  

        Text books Home schooling books          TV’s   

        Large furniture (sofa, beds)       Bedding  

        Microwaves                      Baby cribs/playpens/car seats 

 

Please watch the September Sunday bulletins for further information regarding the sale.  

 

  If you would like to volunteer to help or have questions, please contact  
Gloria Aanonson (438-7393), Dayle Wedeking (438-0726),  

Millie Masse (438-7372) or Ann Sundal (438-5255) 

Many thanks from the Rummage Sale Committee 
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There will only be one (1) shipment of  nuts and candies this year.  They will be here in 

time for the Annual Rummage Sale and then will be in the Fellowship Hall every Sunday 

afterwards.   

Terri Lynn Products 

 

The proceeds from the sale of  these products support local, state, national and worldwide  

missions including missions and projects of  Westminster Presbyterian Church.   

Thank you for your support. 
 

Product Number Description Price Quantity 

60000 Pecan Halves $11.00   

  
60015 Walnut Halves $11.00   

  
60025 Deluxe Mixed Nuts $11.00   

  
60030 Giant Cashews $11.00   

  
60050 Whole Almonds, Roasted & 

Salted 

$ 9.00   

  
60076 Apricots $ 7.00   

  
62005 Chocolate Covered Cashews $10.00   

  
            62015 Milk Chocolate Bridge Mix $ 9.00   

  
62022 Chocolate Covered Peanuts $ 8.00   

  
62027 Dark Chocolate Cranberries $ 9.00   

  
62043 Pecan Clusters $10.00   

  
62046 Mint Meltaways $10.00   

62047  Dk. Chocolate Sea Salt Cara-

mels  

$10.00   



Page  14 WESTMINSTER WITNESS 

PWC and many others gave Safaa a loan to help her 
buy fabric and sponges and repair her sewing  

machine, so she can meet her customers’ demands. 
 

Safaa from Bekaa, Lebanon  

Safaa, 24 years old, is a 
married Syrian woman 
and lives in a house 
that her husband owns 
in the Bekaa area of 
Lebanon. She is helping 
her husband to improve 
their standard of living, 
and is ambitious, ener-
getic, and full of hope. 
She loves her children 
and is working hard to 
enhance her lifestyle. 
She is trying hard to 
secure a promising  
future and is a loyal mother with good manners. She 
has a marvelous reputation among her customers 
and is thankful for the loan.  
 

This loan is special because it helps neglected  
refugees build stability in their lives.  

 

This loan is part of Ibdaa’s pilot program to help  
Syrian refugees who have fled to Lebanon, escaping 
the violent conflict in their home country. Since the 
conflict in Syria started in March 2011, more than 
one million refugees have come to Lebanon, where 
they face numerous challenges and obstacles.  
Beyond to the day-to-day struggle of being refugees 
in a new country, these individuals do not have  
access to traditional financial services and face harsh 
discrimination in Lebanese society. Employment  
opportunities are limited and most microfinance  
institutions in the country will not serve this  
population. By supporting this loan, you are helping 
some of the most marginalized individuals in  
Lebanon develop their businesses and provide for 
their families.  

Spotlight On Kiva 

         Tuesday Morning Bible Study  

                 Beginning Again!!!! 

On Tuesday, September 24th at 10 a.m., we will 
begin meeting again in the Parlor.  This is a great 
chance to enter into God’s Word and 
join in on lively discussions, plenty of 
laughter, and spiritual growth.  Cinna-
mon Rolls will be served at our first 
meeting. 

Men’s Thursday Morning Bible Study 

Join us on most Thursday mornings at 6:30 a.m. 
as we gather around God’s Word (and also a do-
nut and hot cup of coffee)!  We are an informal 
group that meets in the Church Parlor for about 
an hour and studies God’s Word.  All men are wel-
come, and we hope that you can join us.  

Come to our Kick-Off Breakfast at Perkins on 
Thursday, September 19th @ 6:30am.  Let Pastor 
Mike know if you are interested in coming!!! 

New Members One-Day Class: 

September 22nd 

“In Jesus Christ, God calls people to faith and to 
membership in the Church, the body of Christ… A 
congregation shall welcome all persons who trust 
in God’s grace in Jesus Christ and desire to become 
part of the fellowship and ministry of his Church.”   

As this excerpt from our Book of Order communi-
cates, Church Membership is an important part of 
our ministry here at Westminster.  It is the main 
way in which we connect with the Body of Christ.  
Through membership, we can improve and commit 
more fully to the fellowship, the worship, and the 
life of a local group of believers. 

On Sunday, September 22nd we are having a special 
One Day New Members Class for anyone interested 
in joining our church.  If you are interested in learn-
ing more about who we are and what we do as 
Presbyterians, then come and join us.  Refresh-
ments will be served, and all are welcome! 

https://www.kiva.org/lend/1659978#country-section
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Nurture Faith, Support Mission, Work for Justice and Peace & Build Community 

and Prairies is made up of Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, North 

and South Dakota, and Wisconsin.  The theme of the gathering 

was “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow streams of living 

water; John 7:38.  Gloria and Margaret returned from the gath-

ering with enthusiasm having attended several workshops in-

cluding “Toxic Charity”; how to assist others to reach their 

real potential as a stakeholder, empowering them, recognizing 

and encouraging their God-given abilities and assets.  Other 

workshops attended were about refugees, Native Americans, 

leadership as well as an introduction to the 2019-2020 Horizon 

Bible study on the Ten Commandments, “Love Carved in 

Stone.”  The next Synod Gathering of the Lakes and Prairies 

will be in 2021 in St. Louis. 

                                    PWC in October 

October 4 - 5, 2019, Rummage Sale 

One of the most important reasons for the Westminster Rum-

mage Sale is to provide a service to community members by 

providing clean, good quality items at a reasonable price.  In 

addition to God’s calling to provide this community service, 

the proceeds from the sale are given to local, regional, and 

worldwide missions. 

October 12, 2019, Fall Gathering of Presbyterian Women 

        “Detainees, Refugees, and Immigration:  Serving Our 

Brothers and 

 Sisters in a Broken World” 

Speaker:  Mary Hogan, Community Relations 

Officer, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Im-

migration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

Time:  Saturday, October  12, 2019, 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m. 

Place:  Fir st Presbyter ian Church in Kasson, MN 

And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, 

as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, 

you did it for me.’ Matthew 25:40 

This promises to be a most interesting and rewarding 

day! Watch for further information on the Fellowship 

Hall bulletin board. 

October 14:  Sanctuary Cleaning 

October 21:  Fellowship Hall, Parlor, and Chapel 

Cleaning 

  

Presbyterian Women (PW) is the national women’s organiza-
tion of the Presbyterian Church (USA) with a history of more 
than 200 years and more than 300,000 members.  Each woman 
of Westminster is invited to be a part of a Presbyterian Women 
Circle Bible study.  Potpourri and Rebekah Circles offer oppor-
tunities for growth in faith and understanding of world issues 
from a Christian perspective through study, lively discussion, 
and fellowship.  Rebekah Circle meets in the morning; Pot-
pourri Circle offers an early evening “girls night out.”  Join 
now or any other time of the year.  Watch the Sunday bulletin, 
the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall, and The Witness news-
letter for timely information or call the contact person for the 
circle. 

All Women of the Congregation are invited  . . .  

Potpourri Circle   Rebekah Circle 

4th Tues at 5:30 pm             4th Wed at 9:30 a.m 

Aug - Oct in the      Sep - May in the Church 

Church Parlor              Parlor 

 

2019 Fall Study      2019 Study 

“Women of the        “Women of the Bible” 

Bible” 

Aug 27 - “Lot’s  

Wife”        Video 

Sep 24 - “The Sinful  

Woman”         Discussion to follow 

October 22 - 

“Queen Esther” 

For more information on Potpourri Circle, contact Gloria 
Aanonson at 438-7393.  For more information on Rebekah 
Circle, please contact Margaret Blue at 433-9223 

 
Synod Gathering for Presbyterian Women in the Synod of 

the Lakes and Prairies 

On June 20 - 23, 2019, Gloria Aanonson and Margaret Blue 

represented Westminster PWC at the Triennial Synod of the 

Lakes and Prairies held in Ames, Iowa.  The Synod of Lakes 



THE PENNY JAR 

Coins are still being collected.  PWC will continue to 

match all coins received. This year we are re-directing 

the funds locally and supporting the Lunch Tray  

Program.  Please continue to give to provide food for 

those in need. 

Lunch Tray Program – Austin 

Public Schools 

Be a Lunch Guardian Angel 

Austin Public Schools has  

recognized there is a segment of 

the parent population who doesn’t 

qualify for any help and just misses 

the eligibility for free and reduced 

lunches. These are the kids who are lost in the shuffle, 

they’re the children whose families are working hard 

but just don’t make enough to pay for a hot lunch.  It 

takes about $450 per child, per year to provide hot 

lunches. The Penny Jar will be taken to the bank Novem-

ber 4th, so please bring your coins before then. 

She opens her arms to the poor and  
extends her hands to the needy.   

Proverbs 31:20 

SALVATION ARMY CEREAL CART 

It is our responsibility and privilege to stock the  

cereal shelf at the Salvation Army Community Food 

Shelf.  No other church in Austin provides  

cereal. Please help keep the cereal cart full. The  

Mission & Fellowship  Committee will deliver as  

much as you care to bring. Thanks for all you have 

provided in the past. Keep up the good work 

wonderful people of Westminster!   

 

~The Mission  

&  

Fellowship  

Committee~ 
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New Address 

Nick & Brenna Kerling 
7900 Stratford Circle N 
Shakopee, MN 55379 

 
Emily Wermanger 

8173 140th St. 
Glenville, MN  56036 

 
Jesse & Lindsey Davidson Family 

67 Benson Trail 
North Mankato, MN 56003 

 

Megan Stoulil 
1503 Belvior Lane NE 

Bryon, MN 55920 
 

Robby & Camille Osmonson Family 
1608 1st Ave SE 

Austin, MN 55912 
 

Azad & Emily Lassiter Family 
7201 York Ave S Apt 712 

Edina, MN 55435 
 

Jane Taylor 
Our House Memory Care 

204 14th St NW 
Austin, MN 55912 

 

Heather & John Wyatt 
36504 Valley Dr 

Paw Paw, MI 49079 
 

Karol Pelletier Family 
31746 Loma Linda Road 

Temecula, CA 92592 
 

Enno & Lois Haan 
782 4th Ave NE 

Sioux Center, IA 51250 
ennohaan@gmail.com 

 
Watch for the new updated Church Directory  

coming soon! 



Staff Email Addresses 
 

  Rev. Michael Olmsted 

                molmsted@westminsteraustin.com 
 

  Rev. Brittany MacMillan 

                b.macmillan@westminsteraustin.com 
     
  CE Director-Cinde Goskeson 

                christianed@westminsteraustin.com 
 

  Office Administrator-Cindy Jayes 

                secretary1@westminsteraustin.com 
 

   Assistant Administrator-Eric Potter 

                secretary2@westminsteraustin.com 
 

Westminster Website 
www.westminsteraustin.com 

  www.facebook.com/westminsteraustinmn 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 
8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 
8:30am-3:00pm 

  
PER CAPITA 

 

Per Capita is money each church is  
asked to pay to cover the administrative costs of 
the PCUSA General Assembly, our synod, and our 
local Presbytery.  The payment due for 2019 is 
$35.70 per member. 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE 

Did you miss a sermon or want to hear one again?  

All sermons and bulletins are under the Worship 

Service tab.  There are 6 weeks of colored bulletins 

on the website.  The Calendar and Witness tab  

 includes colored copies of the Witnesses from the 

previous year. These can be useful for writing  

current Witness articles and looking up past events.   

Are you looking for information on an upcoming 

event? Do you need a registration form? Do you 

wish to give online? Click the Give Now button, 

now with new giving options and follow the 

prompts for online giving.    
 

If you have church activities or  

pictures you would like posted on 

the church website, please email 

the information to Eric at  

secretary2@westminsteraustin.com 

or drop it off in the church office. 

Eric updates the church website 

every Wednesday.  

 
 
 
 
 

1.   Keep filling the cereal cart 
2. Continue to save: 
    Box Top Labels for Education 
    Pop can tabs 
Kwik Trip & Campbell's no longer participate 
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Now you can give via text or online 

Give easily and securely from  

anywhere, anytime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are blue cards in the pews if you give online but 

would still like to put something in the offering plate.  
 

Detailed instructions on how to give online are  

available on the welcome table.  

Any questions, stop in the church office. 

Via Text Message 

Text givewpc to 73256 

On our website 

www.westminsteraustin.com 

Church Phone 
507-433-3258 



CHANGE SERVICE REQUEST 

Westminster Presbyterian church 

802 4th St SW 

Austin, MN 55912 

(507) 433-3258 

Non-Profit 
POSTAGE PAID 

Permit # 330 
Austin, MN  55912 

September/October 2019 

                       + 

                       + 

 

        Festival of the Nativities  

          Friday, December 6, 4-8 pm 

           Saturday, December 7, 4-8 pm 
A unique Christian outreach to the community bringing focus to the 

birth of Christ. The event is non-denominational, intergenerational  

and FREE for everyone in the community. 

The Festival features Lighted Displays of Nativities, Children’s Activities,  

Vocal & Instrumental Christmas music and Refreshments. 

We are counting on help from our congregation.  Items needed for loan are: 

Nativity Set(s) in a box appropriate to the size of the set; nativity themed wall hangings 

or art work, wrapped ; table and floor lamps; Christmas trees with lights, decorations 

(optional); solid color fancy fabrics or scarves for draping. 

Please contact Gloria Aanonson if you have questions at: 

 Cell: 507-438-7393 or email g.aanonson@gmail.com              


